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Mr. Speaker, we need God more than
we need government. Billy Graham un-
derstood that.

We need more of what Billy Graham
talked about for six decades, that sim-
ple story that God so loved the world
that He gave His only son to die for us,
and that if we believed that, we would
have eternal life with Him. That is
what we need.

Thank God for Billy Graham.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF BRIAN
FRASER

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Brian Fra-
ser, who attended the Route 91 Festival
in Las Vegas on October 1.

Brian loved adventures. He enjoyed
hunting, deep-sea fishing,
snowboarding, and above all, attending
the sporting events of his four Kkids.
When he wasn’t working as the vice
president of sales at Greenpath, he was
out flying a plane with his newly
earned pilot’s license.

Brian was known for being willing to
help anyone and everyone. He loved
giving back to the community and
acted as a mentor for so many. He will
be remembered for his love and passion
for his children and family.

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Brian Fraser’s family and
friends. Please know that the city of
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and
the entire country grieve with you.

THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF
REVEREND BILLY GRAHAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HULTGREN) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, to-
night, the U.S. House is joining to-
gether to begin honoring a man known
worldwide but who embodied the hu-
mility of who Christ called the poor in
spirit, Reverend Billy Graham.

Tomorrow, Reverend Billy Graham
will be just the fourth person in the
history of this great country to be laid
in honor in the United States Capitol.
But tonight, we want to briefly try to
describe the life of this man, his min-
istry, his impact on the Nation and on
the world, the impact he has had on all
of our lives.
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I am so grateful for the outpouring of
support from my many colleagues who
are wanting to join tonight to remem-
ber and to celebrate the amazing life of
Billy Graham. I want to get to my col-
leagues immediately, and then hope-
fully have a couple minutes to wrap up
at the end of this hour.

I want to first yield to my good
friend, the gentleman from Alabama
(Mr. ADERHOLT) to share with us.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank my colleague from Illinois
(Mr. HULTGREN) for arranging this op-
portunity for us to remember the life
and legacy of Dr. Billy Graham, al-
though I have to say it is not an easy
task to find words that sum up his life,
not because Billy Graham is not wor-
thy, but because words and a few sen-
tences seem incapable of describing a
life that had such a large impact on,
literally, the entire world.

I had the great opportunity to meet
Dr. Graham just a few feet from here
several years ago at one of the many
Presidential inaugurations he at-
tended.

O 1830

While I only had that chance to meet
him one time, Billy Graham was one of
those people whom you felt like you
knew. His honesty and his openness in
preaching the gospel made him seem
like a close, personal friend.

I have fond memories growing up in
my hometown of Haleyville, Alabama,
of being at my grandparents’ home,
and if a Billy Graham Crusade was
being televised, you can rest assured
that we were watching it around their
television, regardless of what was on
the other networks.

He was very clear in how he pre-
sented the gospel, that whosoever be-
lieveth in the son would have eternal
life.

He will be greatly missed by a world
that desperately needs more people
like Billy Graham, but we can take
great comfort in knowing that he has
now made it home with his Maker.

Author James Allan Francis, in writ-
ing about the impact of Jesus Christ on
the world, wrote this: ‘“All the armies
that ever marched, all the navies that
were ever built; all the parliaments
that ever sat and all the kings that
ever reigned, put together, have not af-
fected the life of man upon this Earth
as powerfully as has that one solitary
life.”

That one solitary life, of course, is of
Jesus Christ, who brought salvation to
the world through faith in Him and in
Him alone.

While no one could ever come close
to having an impact on the world like
Christ did, I believe the late Billy Gra-
ham was one of those great mes-
sengers, probably the best that we have
seen any time in recent history, and he
will long be remembered for the mes-
sage that he gave about a personal sal-
vation in Jesus Christ.

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
JoDY B. HICE).
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Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, what an honor it is to like-
wise stand.

I remember the first live crusade I
ever went to where Billy Graham was
there in Atlanta in the early 1970s. As
a young pastor and as a pastor for al-
most 20 years, I likewise had the oppor-
tunity to meet him. As a young pastor,
he signed a Bible for me, which today
still remains a treasure.

But what we don’t need to forget is
the message that he gave us. It is the
message of Scripture. It is the message
of God. It is a message that talks about
all of us and our condition, that we are
sinful, that we are separated from God,
that we have committed things that
separate us eternally unless they are
dealt with.

That gospel message from the Scrip-
ture that Billy Graham so eloquently
shared was that God loves us, and He
gave His son to die in our stead.

I noticed the other day we are told
that archeologists may have found the
signature of the Old Testament prophet
Isaiah. When I thought of that, I actu-
ally thought of Billy Graham and how
he would have taken that Isaiah pas-
sage in chapter 53 and made a gospel
message from the Old Testament
prophet, where he said in chapter 53
that all of us, like sheep, have gone
astray, that every one has gone his own
way. Yet God has laid on him the iniq-
uity of us all.

Here we are, and here is our sin. Here
comes Christ without sin, and God laid
on Him the iniquity of us all.

As much as we remember Billy Gra-
ham these days, let us never forget the
importance of his message and never
forget the message.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
and I urge America to hear the gospel
message and to respond in faith to the
love and the grace of God through
Jesus Christ that Billy Graham so pow-
erfully presented to all of us.

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. PITTENGER).

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Mr. HULTGREN for assembling
this great group together. We treasure
this opportunity to honor Dr. Billy
Graham. Each of us has a special mem-
ory of Billy Graham.

I can recall having graduated from
college, my first job was with Campus
Crusade for Christ. I lived in Dallas,
Texas, to prepare for a big meeting, a
convocation that brought 84,000 young
people. I was asked in 1971 if I would
like to caddy for Billy Graham. He was
playing in the Byron Nelson Golf Clas-
sic with Arnold Palmer, Bob Hope, and
Byron Nelson. I can assure you we
chased golf balls all over the golf
course. It was a great occasion.

But what I saw as a young believer in
Christ—I had come to Christ in my sen-
ior year in college—I saw a man who
looked you in the eye. He didn’t look
at his watch. He cared about people.
Billy Graham didn’t walk over people
to reach the world. He understood the
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